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PPS RECORDS FOR 
19 GEORGE STREET 

PLAT 12, LOT 421 
 

DR. JOSHUA B. AND LOUISE CHAPIN HOUSE 
Built by 1853-1854 

(Previous address: 6 George Street, from 1853-54 until 1891) 
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
19 George Street is a contributing building within the College Hill National Historic 
Landmark District (listed on the National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in 
the inventory as “House, by 1857.”  Note that this house is attached, on its east side, to 
21 George Street. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
The map for Assessor’s Plat 12 identifies 19 George Street, located on the south side of 
the street one lot east of its intersection with Benefit Street, as Lot 421.  The irregularly 
shaped lot measures 1,510 sq.ft, and has about 35 feet of street frontage.  
 
Chain of title card for AP 12, Lot 421 – GEORGE STREET: 
 
Edwin Milner et at, Trustees under the will of David L. Aldrich, owned the property as of  
 June 1, 1895. 
William S. Aldrich etal owned the property as of May 1, 1897. 
William S. Aldrich heirs, Mary L. Aldrich and Susan A. Watrous wife of R.C. Watrous, 
 owned the property as of May 1, 1915.  
Annie O. Wilkinson owned the property as of March 1, 1924. 
Ella W. Dickinson owned the property as of March 1933. 
Annie O. Wilkinson owned the property as of June 1935. 
Edward A. Paniagua and wife Dorothy L. Paniagua owned the property as of April 1950. 
Zoila A. deOrtiz and Matilda A. deLambur owned the property as of June 29, 1982  
 (refers to Probate Docket #79165). 
George Street Associates owned the property as of February 3, 1983 (refers to Deed  
 Book 1241/Page 1176). 
Wayne Rivard and George Bedard owned the property as of February 2, 1984 (refers to  
 DB 1254/229). 
Samuel A. Otis, Jr. and Ann J. Wolpert owned the property as of March 1, 1985 (refers  
 to DB 1285/163). 
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According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the building was converted to 4 
condominiums (Declaration of Condomimium recorded July 25, 2006, DB 8182/112).  
The current unit owners are: 
 Unit 1 (28%) – Dawna L. Blake of 19 George St., since August 2006 
 Unit 2 (26%) – Jon H. E. Cossman of 19 George St., since June 2010 
 Unit 3 (24%) – Janet E. Singer of Somerville, Mass., since July 2007 
 Unit 4 (22%) – Ethan F. Fry of 19 George St., since November 2009.  
 
Summary record cards for all 4 units indicate that the grantors for each of these sales 
were Samuel A. Otis Jr. and Ann Wolpert, among others.  
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed by 1857. 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence, R.I.” by H.F. Walling, shows a building on this tiny lot, 
attached to the building next door to the east.  Lot size, street address number, and 
owner name are not indicated. (Archives) 
 
1875:  “City Atlas of Providence,” Vol. 1, Wards 1, 2, and 3, by G.M. Hopkins, Plate O, 
shows the house standing on a 1,510 sq.ft. lot owned by E. King, with the address 6 
George St.  (The attached house next door is 8 George, on a 2,478 sq.ft. lot owned by 
W. Updike.)  
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,R.I. and Environs,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., shows 
the address of this house continues to be 6 George St (and the attached house next 
door continues to be 8 George). Owner names are not indicated.   (Archives) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, shows the address of this 
house changed to 19 George St. (and the address of the attached house next door 
changed to 21 George). Owner names are not indicated. (Archives) 
 
Tax Records 
 
Prior to 1854, Providence tax records only identified the name of the taxpayer and the 
amount of tax paid – not the location of the taxable property, nor whether it was real 
estate or personal property.  In 1854 the City of Providence Tax Assessor began using 
a system of plats and lots to identify individual parcels of real estate. Tax records from 
the latter half of the 19th century are indexed by plat number, and recorded in a series of 
ledgers labeled “A” through “E.”  These records indicate that the house at 19 George St. 
was standing as of August 1, 1854. 
 
Tax Ledger A4/Page 101:  Plat 12, Lot 421, 1,580 sq.ft., was owned by Joshua B. 
Chapin as of August 1, 1854.  The property was assessed at $2,370 for land and 
$1,500 for buildings. (Archives) 
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Deeds (Archives) 
 
Deeds indicate that some type of building was located on the property when it was 
purchased by Mrs. Louise Chapin  in 1853.  However, given that Mrs. Chapin bought 
this tiny lot from an abutting property owner, and given that other records confirm a 
residence in this location only as of 1854, it seems likely that any buildings on this lot 
before 1853 were merely outbuildings serving an adjacent home.  
 
Note:  the 1853 purchase price of this property exceeds its assessed value in 1854. 
  
Deed Book 134/Page 237:  On October 14, 1853, Walter W. Updike and wife Prudence 
B. Page Updike of Providence, sold to Louise Chapin, wife of Joshua B. Chapin of 
Providence, for $4,500, a lot of land with buildings and improvements on the south side 
of George Street, bounded as follows: beginning at the northwest corner of the Judge 
Pitman House on George Street, and running south at right angles to George Street 51’-
10” to the southwest corner of said Judge Pitman House, that is the addition thereto, 
then east at right angles 4’-8.5”, then south at right angles 12’-10”, then west at right 
angles about 16’ to the east line of land of Patience W. Bush and to land of Edward 
Pearce, then [north] on Pearce land to George Street, then 35’-3.5” on George Street to 
the point of beginning.  With all our rights to a certain gangway laid out by I.H. Cady, 
W.W. Updike and wife, and John Pitman on the west side of said lot (DB 97/296, 
recorded 1845 – see below), and subject to all conditions thereon.  Reference also 
made to a certain agreement between W.W. Updike and wife and Daniel Bush and wife 
dated September 17, 1853 (DB 128/453 – see below). 
 
Deed Book 149/439:  On January 1, 1858, Joshua B. Chapin and wife Louise Chapin of 
Providence sold the property on the south side of George Street, with buildings and 
improvements thereon, to John C. Burrington of Providence, for $4,000.  “Being the 
same conveyed to the said Louise by deed from said W.W. Updike and wife” in DB 
134/237. The boundary description is virtually identical, and the same references are 
made to the gangway (DB 97/296) and the agreement between the Updikes and the 
Bushes (DB 128/453).    
 
Other relevant recordings: 
 
DB 97/296:  December 15, 1845 Indenture between Walter W. and Prudence B. Updike, 
and Isaac H. Cady (parties of the first part), and John Pitman Esq. (party of the second 
part).  The parties agreed to exchange two small triangular parcels of land (one with 24 
feet of frontage on George Street, both 66 feet long, both adjoining Pitman’s property) 
for the purpose of creating a gangway, 9 feet wide on George Street, 45’-8” deep on the 
east side, and 50’-6” deep on the west side:  4/5 of the width of the gangway lay on 
Updikes’ and Cady’s land, and 1/5 lay on Pitman’s land. The Updikes and Cady 
retained rights to use a well standing on the division line between the parties, but 
neither party was allowed to install any pipes in the well that would be injurious to the 
health of those using the well water, nor to build a privy within 18 feet of the well.  “The 
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buildings now standing on the lots hereby exchanged shall belong to the grantors of the 
respective lots, to be removed from said lots on or before next June 1 [1846].”     
 
DB 128/453:  September 17, 1853 Agreement between Daniel and Patience M. Bush 
(parties of the first part) and Walter W. and Prudence Page Updike (parties of the 
second part), “to exchange and lay out a gangway between our respective lots on 
George and Benefit Streets.”  From the original gangway that had been created by John 
Pitman, Isaac H. Cady, and Walter W. Updike, the Bushes and the Updikes traded and 
quitclaimed those portions that were now located within each others’ fenced yards.   
 
DB 130/84:  On June 18, 1852, John Pitman Esq. of Providence sold to Prudence Page 
Updike, wife of Walter W. Updike, of Providence, for $9,000, a certain lot of land on the 
south side of George Street “with the dwelling house thereon numbered 8 George 
Street … being the same house and land appurtenant whereon I now live, and the 
northwest part of said lot having been conveyed by the grantee and husband and Isaac 
H. Cady unto me in exchange for the like quantity of land conveyed by me to them by 
an indenture dated December 15, 1845.” [Note that the 1875 map shows W.W. Updike 
as the owner of 8 George, later 21 George.]  
 
[Note:  The Grantee Index for 1677-1875 lists nearly four dozen real estate transactions 
and other recorded instruments for Walter W. Updike and Prudence B. (or B.P.) Updike.  
Given that volume, further deed research was not conducted to confirm when the 
Updikes acquired the land that they sold to Mrs. Chapin in 1853, for the purposes of this 
report.]    
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
The house first appears in city directories in 1853-54, with the address 6 George St.  
 
Providence City Directories were published beginning in 1850.  For the first 4 decades, 
these volumes contained a street directory (listing all existing streets), and a residents’ 
directory organized alphabetically by last name.  Residents’ professions and business 
addresses (if any) were noted before home addresses.  From 1892-1894 city directories 
also included a section listing residential buildings by street address, which was later 
separately published as a House Directory (1895-1935).  The notation “(h)” indicates a 
head of household; “(b)” indicates a boarder.  
 
1850, 
1852-1853* Chapin, Joshua B., M.D. (Chapin & Thurber), 31 Westminster St., lived  
   at 43 Benefit St. 
  Bush, Daniel, 23 Canal St, lived at 181 Benefit St. 
  Pitman, John, U.S. District Judge, U.S. Courtrooms (rear 12 S. Main St.) 
   lived at 8 George St. 
  Updike, Walter W., attorney 49 Westminster St., lived at 183 Benefit St. 
  [Cady, Isaac H., not listed.] 
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1853-1854 Chapin, Joshua B., physician 31 Westminster St., lived at 6 George St.  
 
*Archives does not possess a directory for 1851.  Note also that the Benefit St 
addresses noted above were changed in later decades, just as 6 George was 
renumbered 19 George as of 1891: 
 
 
1890  Nightingale, Horatio R. (Warren, Salisbury and Nightingale, iron and steel 
   Merchants), Cove, Worcester, and Eddy Streets, (h) 6 George St. 
 
1891  Nightingale, Horatio R. (Warren, Salisbury and Nightingale, iron and steel 
   Merchants), Cove, Worcester, and Eddy Streets, (h) 19 George St. 
 
1892  House Directory – 19 George St:  Nightingale, Horatio R., iron & steel (h). 
 
[Note that according to tax records and the chain of title card, Mr. Nightingale did not 
own this house, so he must have rented it.] 
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